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Talking Points

India-UK maritime security cooperation:

Established:

· 2004: Annual bilateral naval exercise Konkan; 

· 2017: April - signing of the ‘white-shipping’ MoU; 

· 2019: March: Carrier Capability Partnership

· 2021: May: Enhanced Defence Partnership

·      ….June: UK liason officer joined the Indian Navy's Information Fusion Centre for Indian Ocean Region
· warship visits to each other’s ports; 

· the recent induction of two UK submarine rescue vessels into the Indian navy; 

· Mutual high-level visits continue; in March 2019, the IISS hosted in London the first joint discussion session with the visiting Indian Chief of Naval Staff and the UK First Sea Lord.

· e.g. One in particular is the ships’ integrated electric propulsion (IEP), which allows the generation of electrical power for future weapons and systems, such as Electro magnetic Launch System EMALS, but without the complication and added cost of nuclear power.
· This agreement builds upon that signed between Hindustan Aeronautics Limited and Rolls Royce to move aspects of the manufacture of the MT30 Gas Turbine engine to India, supporting PM Modi’s Make in India initiative. The MT30 is an engine employed widely in navies around the world and is the basis of the UK’s Integrated Electric Propulsion system that powers the Queen Elizabeth Class Carriers.
Current:

· The Konkan exercises, currently limited to one ship on each side, needs to be expanded and made more complex; the maiden deployment of the new UK aircraft carrier Queen Elizabeth and its strike group in the Indian Ocean in 2021 provides such an opportunity. 

Future

· Logistics Cooperation Agreement (LCA)

Indian access to Duqm and Bahrein

UK access to Andaman & Nicobar Islands

· Both navies could cooperate bilaterally on specific anti-piracy patrols off the Gulf of Aden rather than separately as is the current norm. 

· Naval technology transfers and warship building, focusing on aircraft carrier capability, could be enhanced, e.g. INS Vishal, 2nd indigenous aircraft carrier
· Prospective UK participation in the recently established Indian Information Fusion Centre for the Indian Ocean Region (IFC-IOR). 

· Enhance maritime domain awareness to counter maritime terrorism

· Joint pursuit of an international rules-based system, including the law of the sea and freedom of navigation and overflight. 

· Both countries could, along with select Gulf member states, seek to enhance the effectiveness of and coordination between the IONS and the IORA for maritime security and safety. 

· High-level naval-to-naval bilateral meetings and visits should be encouraged.

Problem

· Diego Garcia

Indian use

UK criticisms of rule of law in South China Sea

